
Art and Design: Colour 

Theory and Design 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There are three primary colours  

1,____________ 

2,____________ 

3,____________ 

Primary colours are 

________________________________________________________________ 

Tick the three primary Colours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRUE OR FALSE?  A Primary colour can be created my mixing other colours 

Colour these boxes using primary colours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Secondary colours 

Secondary colours are______________________________________________ 

There are three secondary colours  

1,____________ 

2,____________ 

3,____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tick the secondary colours 

Colour these boxes using secondary colours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Complimentary Colours 

Complimentary colours are__________________________________________ 

There are three complimentary colours  

1,____________ 

2,____________ 

3,____________ 

Find the complimentary colours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

Colour these boxes using complimentary colour combinations.  

 

 

 



Identify problems relating to colour mixing 

The problem: 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

__________________________________ 

 

We can solve this problem by: 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Produce a twelve-section colour wheel. Colour this wheel or use this 

as a template to create your own using a compass and a ruler. 

 

 



Demonstrate a visual awareness of the way colour is used.  

Using magazines or catalogues to cut out images with colour and 

explain how colour has been used. 

For example: 

 

Yellow and red, bold colours aimed at children and recognised 

globally. 

 

Red letters on a white background make it stand out and catch your 

eye. The same style of writing to make it recognisable. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Try guess a few of these famous logo’s. 



 

 

What have all these logos got in common? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



________________________________________________________ 

 

Have a go at designing your own logo. 

• Remember who it is aimed at 

• Needs to be clear and stand out 

 

 

 

 



Keith Haring. 

 

Explain how Keith Haring uses colour in his work. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Vincent Van Gogh 



 

Explain how Van Gogh uses colour in his work. 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Create your own artwork and then explain why you have used certain 

colours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Colour theory word search 
 

O U H D W P G U K Y Y Z L B T A Y H N S  

R W Z T U H V F G Z R E Y P I H H S T Q  

A K W R Z F I W G R V A L G U H G N H D  

N M P P Q P U T P D D W D L C S I I U X  

G L B L A C K W E L D I C N O T Z R R W  

E G I E U L B H M O F O Z U O W L T R B  

C H U T M S M E M C M L I G O C Z P J X  

M A U T Q U A E Q P A J M J L U E F Q M  

H Y Z G D F W L L R Y E X O R R O S P S  

R E D N R Q U I T V G O E M X T M G U S  

N Z V D X D M U I T T K C D D E M I T F 

E O B I T E E M S K M Z A J F K J U T T  

E U K S N N P G I L O R L P S E D A H S  

R U R T Y B J D Y X K Z A L S K I L S Q  

G J A R R M G A M X J M P W D O T N L O  

C R Q V A J S U O I N O M R A H B D F H  

Y K J G M C H C O L O U R B N L L S R P  

X O E A I B E K I K L T D U E O G N H B  

N G D X R B F L K I J H D N B T K M B V  

Y U K D P I E Y T G H H D Z Z E U D O J  
 

 

 

 

BLACK  BLEND  BLUE  BOLD 

BRIGHT COLD  COLOUR COMPLIMENTARY 

GREEN  HARMONIOUS MIX  NEUTRAL 

ORANGE PRIMARY PURPLE RED 

SECONDARY SHADES TINTS  WARM 

WHEEL  WHITE  YELLOW 

 

 

 

 

 


